E632

CRAIG MORGAN RETIRES AFTER 25
YEARS AS THE DISTRICT MAN-
AGER FOR THE SCHUYKILL CON-
SERVATION DISTRICT

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mr. HOLDEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Craig Morgan, a constituent from
my district, who is retiring as District Manager
of the Schuylkill Conservation District after
twenty-five years of service. Craig has always
had an interest in the outdoors. As a boy, he
enjoyed fishing, hunting, and helping on his
grandfather’'s farm. After graduating with a
bachelor's degree in environmental resource
management from Penn State University in
1977, Craig began his career with the Schuyl-
kill Conservation District.

The Schuylkill Conservation District was
formed in 1955 with an emphasis on soil con-
servation. Since becoming District Manager,
Craig has expanded the conservation district’s
role to erosion and sediment control, water-
shed protection, environmental education,
farmland preservation, and farm conservation
planning.

One of the Schuylkill Conservation District’s
accomplishments under Craig’s leadership is
the farmland preservation and erosion and
sediment control efforts around the Little
Swatara Creek, ultimately preserving the
down-stream Sweet Arrow Lake.

Acid mine drainage has traumatically im-
pacted and sometimes destroyed the eco-
systems of streams in part of my district.
Under Craig’s direction, the Schuylkill Con-
servation District has partnered with the
Schuylkill Headwaters Association, and other
watershed associations, to treat acid mine
drainage and bring those streams back to life
with plant life and fish.

Craig is also proud of the Schuylkill Con-
servation District’s efforts to educate local stu-
dents on the environment and the importance
of conservation. In 1979, Craig ran Schuylkill
County’s first environthon, which combines in-
class curriculum and outdoor training, helping
students to learn more about aquatic ecology,
forestry, soil and land use, wildlife, and current
issues facing the environment.

Looking back on his twenty-five years as
district director, Craig said, “The job has been
a challenge, but it's been a pleasure in doing
good things and doing the right things. That’s
the reward. Seeing fish back in streams, see-
ing people at Sweet Arrow Lake. | am the type
of person that wanted to do things right the
first time so | didn’'t have to do them again.”

| would like to thank Craig Morgan for his
twenty-five years of commitment to conserving
and preserving Schuylkill County’s waters,
lands, and wildlife.
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CONGRATULATING REVEREND

DANIEL P. COUGHLIN ON 10TH
YEAR OF SERVICE AS HOUSE
CHAPLAIN

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in support of H. Res. 1216, a resolution con-
gratulating Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin on
his 10th year of service as Chaplain of the
House of Representatives.

Reverend Coughlin was sworn in as the
fifty-ninth Chaplain of the House of Represent-
atives on March 23, 2000—the first person of
Roman Catholic faith to hold the office. In his
decade of service, he has opened House pro-
ceedings with prayer, provided pastoral coun-
seling and arranged memorial services for the
House and its staff.

Over the years | have come to know Rev-
erend Coughlin and value his service to the
House of Representatives. This resolution is a
fitting honor, and | urge my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Reverend Coughlin for
his decade of faithful service.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL SPANN WATSON

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the life and
achievements of Spann Watson, one of the
original Tuskegee Airmen, a retired U.S. Air
Force pilot and an advocate for civil rights. Mr.
Watson, who helped break the color barrier in
the military years ago, passed away at the
age of 93 years old.

Mr. Watson, originally born in South Caro-
lina, moved with his family to New Jersey
where he was inspired to become a pilot after
watching Charles Lindbergh land the Spirit of
St. Louis at Teterboro Airport. Mr. Watson
earned his pilot’s license while studying engi-
neering at Howard University. In 1940, he was
told by an Army recruiter that there were no
openings for black pilots; however, a year
later, the NAACP filed a race-discrimination
lawsuit and the War Department set up an ex-
perimental program to train African American
airmen.

Mr. Watson completed this program, which
was based at Tuskegee Army Air Field in Ala-
bama, as a fighter pilot and participated in
nearly 40 flight missions during World War II.
He retired from the military in the 1960s and
worked as an affirmative action specialist for
the Federal Aviation Administration. He contin-
ued to lecture into his 90s about his experi-
ences as a military and civil rights pioneer.

Over the past 20 years, Mr. Watson traveled
the country attending air shows and speaking
about the all-black flight program. In 1997,
Congress honored graduates of the Tuskegee
program with the Congressional Gold Medal—
the Nation’s highest civilian award.

While at Tuskegee, Mr. Watson met Edna
Webster, a civilian employee at the airfield,
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and they were married on December 17,
1943. The couple had five children and spent
nearly 50 years as a resident of Westbury,
Long Island.

Madam Speaker, it is with great admiration,
pride and respect that | acknowledge the ac-
complishments of Lieutenant Colonel Spann
Watson and thank him and his family for a life-
time of civil service to our country.

———

TRIBUTE TO MYRTLE E.
THATCHER

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 22, 2010

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to a distinguished cit-
izen of Kansas City, Kansas, who celebrates
her 100th birthday today.

Myrtle E. Green Thatcher was born in Kan-
sas City, Kansas, on April 22, 1910, to
Embridge and Eliza Green. She is a lifelong
resident of Kansas City, where she graduated
from Northeast Junior High School and Sum-
ner High School. She was married for over 50
years to Nathan W. Thatcher, Jr., the third son
of Mr. and Mrs. Nathan W. Thatcher, Sr., who
was general manager of Thatcher Funeral
Home, which is the oldest black family-owned
funeral home in the State of Kansas. The
business began operation in April 1912, at
1520 North 5th Street, founded by Mr. and
Mrs. Nathan W. Thatcher, Sr.

In 1979, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Thatcher, Jr.,
affectionately known as Myrtle and “Snooks”,
remodeled the building. In the following year,
Nathan died, leaving the family business in the
capable hands of their only child, Quintelle
Thatcher Davis, who guided the business until
finally succumbing after a hard fought battle
with cancer in 2007.

Myrtle E. Thatcher has been active in the
business for over 50 years. A licensed funeral
director, she’s been a member of the Missouri-
Kansas Funeral Directors Association, the Na-
tional Funeral Directors and Embalmers Asso-
ciation, and other professional groups. She’s
been a member of Pleasant Green Baptist
Church for over 50 years and is a charter
member of Alice M. Browne Chapter #40 of
the Order of the Eastern Star. The recipient of
numerous community service and professional
awards through the course of her career, she
is still serving our community, along with the
excellent leadership of her grandson, Robert
Davis, the fourth generation of her family to
join the business, where he serves as general
manager, funeral director and embalmer.

This family business will be 98 years old
this month. As Myrtle maintains, they will con-
tinue to follow founder Nathan Thatcher, Sen-
ior's, practice of following the Golden Rule: do
unto others as they do unto you. And Myrtle
will continue to be very proud of her family,
which includes five great grandchildren and
three grandchildren: Judy Easterwood, who
lives with her husband Robert in Kansas City,
Kansas; Robert Davis, and Associate Pro-
fessor Jacquelyn Hams, the chair of the de-
partment of earth science and anthropology of
Los Angeles Valley College.

Madam Speaker, | know that you and all
members of the House of Representatives join
with me in paying tribute to Myrtle E. Thatcher
upon her 100th birthday.
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